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Synopsis

A Young People’s History of the United States brings to US history the viewpoints of workers,
slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories, and their impact, are
rarely included in books for young people. A Young People’s History of the United States is also a
companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People’s History of the United
States and Voices of a Peoplea ™s History of the United States.Beginning with a look at
Christopher Columbusa ™s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader
through the struggles for workersa ™ rights, womena ™s rights, and civil rights during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued American
imperialism, Zinn in the volumes of A Young Peoplea ™s History of the United States presents a
radical new way of understanding Americad ™s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that

Americad ™s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals.
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Customer Reviews

| feel compelled to respond to some misinformation propagated by another reviewer regarding the
book where it is stated that "...[the author] claims on page 209 that "The beginning of the
Declaration of Independence says that 'We the people’..." 'We the people’? In the Declaration of
Independence?"The reviewer places the quote entirely out of context. The quote is from the last
chapter, which is a prologue or summation of the book by the author. Thus, an opinion by the author
is valid, and not some distortion of the historical record as implied. The author is not quoting the

Declaration of Independence, he is making a point about it; which would be clear if you read it in



context.This is not a complete history but an overview of The history of the United States. It
assumes that you already have a basic outline of historical events. It makes a good supplementary
reader for a fifth grade level classroom, and provides an alternative perspective that can lead to
healthy discussion. Is it opinionated? Yes. But why would anyone ever think that ANY book would
be referred to as gospel? Let students know that there are many ways of presenting information and
let them know how to approach the errors and biases that are in every text critically.Volume One
begins with Columbus, which, if we are talking about American History(obviously we are not)is a
little late in my opinion, and it runs through the Spanish-american War(shouldn’t that be the
Cuban-Spanish-American-Filipino-Guam War?). Volume Two begins with "Class Struggle" and runs
through the "War on Terror." That sequence itself reflects a distinct perspective. | think that
perspective is healthy. To find yourself looking for and questioning the opinions expressed in this
reader is a good thing. It is always good to know the difference between an opinion and a fact, and
to know when the record reflects a strong bias. Perhaps a sense of cognitive dissonance is a
positive step toward thinking through the historical record more critically, and not being too smug in
your own opinions. The democratic process requires an informed society. Mr. Zinn doesn’t appear
to think that our children are very well informed, and | applaud his attempt to do something about it.

Whether you agree with him or not, at least we should be talking about it proactively with our kids.

excellent book, but the truth is hard for some. The USA was born on some dysfunction that is still
with us. this book makes it clear exactly what those issues are. not for people who wish to remain in

a fantasy world.

For an older adult who can remember the fifties, this is a history that informs me of historical
currents that were not obvious at the time. For young people, this is a very readable supplement to
the twentieth century US history that is taught in schools.l highly recommend this. Further similar

reading might include Loewen’s Lies My Teachers Taught Me.

This series is a great supplemental reading material to use in the classroom. The chapters are short
enough for students to read in class, engaging for students, and are thought provoking. | have used

these books in my own class several times and the students really enjoy them.

Greensboro, N.C. - Howard Zinn’s A Young People’s History of the United States: Class Struggle to

the War on Terror (Volume 2) continues the landmark studies started in Volume |. Based on the



internationally recognized A People’s History of the Untited States, A Young People’s History brings
the social and political consequences of the American economic and political system on the working
people of the United States. Balanced and forward looking, Volume 2 illustrates the struggles and
gains that can be made by working class citizens when they work together. Zinn’s views will excite
the progressive Democratic community while vexing the conservative Democrat and Republican
community members. Both sides can learn from both his and her stories told in these pages. Ideal

for students fifth grade and up!

Bought this book for my 10 year old. A history book that every parent should buy for their kids. It's

straight forward and to the point, which makes it easy for my son absorb the information.

| bought this two volume set to give to Alex and Ana as a gift. | had just purchases Howard Zinn’s A
Peoples’ History of the United States for myself. | noticed these books as well and | thought that
they should have these to read as they grow up. | got them home and started to read them before |
launched into Howard Zinn’s tome (it is over 800 pages). | couldn’t put these down. | was so
engrossed that | cruised right through them and | was so fired up that | decided to keep these for
myself to load to friends. | was also energized to really dig into "The Big Book." Sorry, kids, |

promise to order another set of these and this time I'll have them shipped directly to you!

My daughter and | have been reading this together. It's easy to read and comprehend. It’s very

informative. Howard Zinn also has a website with great resources on it.
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